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AND THEY GREW AND WAXED STRONG 7 


With the establishment of a county. officers we needed to ad- 
minister judicial affairs. John W. Witt was elected probate judge by the 
Territorial Legislature and on February 22, 1862 he conducted the first 
session of county court, The minutes of the first meeting are as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COUNTY COURT OF WASATCH COUNTY 
IN THE TERRITORY OF UTAH 


Special Term 
John W* Witt. Presiding 


The judge orgànized the county court by appointing the following 
s: Thos. Todd, James Duke and John H. Van Wagoner. selectmen. 
The court then proceeded" to appoint John H: assessor and 
collector; Snelling.]M. Johnson, sheriff; John M. Murdock, treasurer; John 
Sessions, surveyor; Thos. H. Giles, superintendent of common schools. 

The court then divided the county into precincts as follows: 

All that portion of country on the east side of Provo River hereby 
declared precinct No. 1 and all that portion of Provo val on the west 
side of Provo River shall be called precinct . 2. The court then ap- 
pointed the following precifef officers: Thos. Aarban, justice of the 
peace for precinct No. f: Zemira Palmer? constable. Norton Jacobs, 
justiceok the peace for precinct No. 2; Sidney Epperson, constable. 

Court adjourned until the first Monday in March next. 


woltic 


arvey 


Judges fees $3.00 
Selectmen 4.50 
Clerks 2.50 
$9.50 
(signed) 
J. W. WITT 
Judge 


THOMAS TODD 
Selectman 

CHAS. SHELTON 
Clerk 


When the names of county officials were presented to Brigham 
Young, acting governor of the territory, the name of John Hamilton was 
substituted for that of Snelling M. Johnson a: sheriff, soMr. Hamilton, 
was actually the first sheriff of the county, The pc 
was comparable to that of county commissioner today. 

John W. Witt's term as probate judge continued until 1888, during 
which time many important events transpired in the county. 

According to John Crook's journal the population in the valley at 
the time of county organization was over 1,000 persons. The largest 
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18 HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS 


settlement, of course, was at Heber City, but there were also two small 


settlements along the Snake Creek, a number of families at Center 
"harleston, some in Round Valley or Wallsburg. a 
smal] cluster of houses at the Sessions s ring and a few at a sheep ranch 
of Melvin Ross, afterwards known as Hailstone's Ranch. about eight 
miles north of Heber. 

The first county road was established on March 3, 1862, and com- 
‘menced at the Provo River below Manning's (southwest of the town of 
Charleston) and ran in a northerly direction following the old immigrant 


reek, some at 


trail through thé valley. passing by Melvin Ross' ranch and terminating 


at the northern boundary of the county known then as the Ross Summit. 

Another county road was established April 26, 1862 and ran between. 
Heber City and Center. Creek and on to _a_sawmill in Center Creck 
Canyon. 

Four schoo! districts. were also designated in April 1862. They 
were district No. 1 to include Heber City; No. 2 at the Center Creek 
settlement: No. 3, the lower settlement on Snake Creek and No. 4 the 
upper Snake Creek settlement. : 

The first valuation of property for the county took place in 1862, and 
according to the report of John Haz the 
property value in the valley was $4 

Spring came late in 1862 t was May 4 before any plowing could 
be done in the valley. leaders who went to Salt Lake City 
for general conference sessions in April had to travel on snowshoes to 
get through the more than four feet of snow still on the ground. 

Early in 1862 John H. Van Wagoner finished building a gristmill 
at Snake Creek's lower settlement. Even though there was no way to 
separate the smut from the wheat and some of the flour made was very 
dark, the people were still glad for this added improvement. At times 
that year the river was so high people couldn't get across to the mill. 
However, Henry McMullin, a ship builder from Maine, built a boat 
and the grist was taken back and forth on the boat. It was this same 
Mr. McMullin that built the first sawmill in the valley. It was owned 
by William M. Wall and James Adams and located in Center Creek 

Until the sawmill was built, people had used hand-prepared timber 
for all their furniture and other needs. Now with cut lumber available 
the rough furniture was quickly discarded. 

- Many of the people were able to obtain good wagons from the 
soldiers in Johnston's Army. The army had camped near Utah Lake 
until the outbreak of the Civil War in the East. They were summoned 
to return to the Northern’ Army's camps and so they sold some of their 
wagons and their supplies very cheaply rather than carry them back 
east. Many in Wasatch County obtained the wagons as the troops 
passed through the valley on their eastern trip. 


or and collector, 


50. 


RICHARD SESSIONS 


Rechard Sessions, son of. Saulmon Ses 
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RICHARD SESSIONS 


Richard Sessions, son of Saulmon Ses- 
— 
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sions and Mary Hargraves of Logan Coun- 
ty and Wayne County, Illinois, was born 
April 12. 1799, in Logan County, Ken- 
tucky, coming to Utah in 1847. 

He married Lucretia Haws at 1820 in 
White County, Illinois, 

Their children: John, Sarah Ann, Rich- 
ard Jra William Bradford, Daniel Alexan- 
der. Mary. Louisa, Eliza Jane, Malissa, Eme- 
line. beth and Hannah. 

He was a Seventy and was counselor to 
Bishop Terry of Moaquito Creek, Iowa. 
second counselor to Bishops Fawsett and 
William Wall of Provo. He was a mem- 
ber of the Thirtieth Regiment, First Brigade. 
Illinois Mounted Volunteers. in the Il- 
linois Blackhawk Indian War. He was a 
farmer and stock raiser. He died in March. 
1879. in Heber, Utah. 477 


DANIEL ALEXANDER 
SESSIONS 

Daniel Alexander Sessions, son of Rich 
ard Sessions and Lucretia Haws, was born 
January 11, 1829, in Ilinois. 

He married Janette Baum. They were the 
parents of Rachel, Adolphus and Adolph 
(twins), Jane, Alfred, Agnes, George H., 
John R.. Jacob. 

He died in September, 1905 at Heber, 


Utah. pA 


He was a farmer and cattleman. 


